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were hostile to the Jews, above all to the Jewish doctors; and
they naturally gave the impression of an impassable gulf separ-
ating Jesus from the Pharisaic Scribes. But this is a distortion
of the facts. The chasm was not really of very alarming pro-
portions and there were bridges which crossed it, When all
is said, early Christianity arose on a foundation not widely
different from that of the sopherim, and historically speaking
the career of Jesus would be practically inconceivable without
the preliminary work accomplished by these men. It is the
Christian spirit which shines out from the canonical Psalms
and the Psalms of " Solomon," although both are from Pharisaic
sources.1 They are a witness to the intensity of Jewish spiritual
life.

Ill

THE SYNAGOGUE

The link between the Scribes and the people was the syna-
gogue* It is an expression of religious life whose origins go
back to a practical need and not to a question of principle.
Neither its beginnings nor its workings in this early period of
its history are very easy to trace. The word is Greek (avvaycoyri)
and means c; assembly.55 It has several equivalents in the
language of Hellenized Judaism, which mean the c* assembly,"'
or the community, as well as the synagogue.3 Josephus, for
instance, sometimes uses sabbateion (era/8/JcrreFov), which describes
the synagogue by its chief function, that is to say, as a place
where men congregated on the Sabbath.4 The Palestinian word
is keneseth, including both the place and the gathering held
there.

The uncertainty as to the origin of the synagogue has given
rise to several rather divergent theories. According to the
Jews of Jesus' day the founder was of course Moses himself.5
Friedlander, on the other hand, goes so far as to maintain 6
that it was the creation of Hellenized Judaism, and was intro-
duced into Palestine by the Essenes, who were themselves
under Greek influences. But this thesis has not found much
favour,7 especially in view of the passage from Psalm Ixxiv.,
(t\ 8), winch runs, " They have burned up all the synagogues of

1  CCLVII, 29.    Cf. Psalm Ixxiii. 25 ;   xlii. 2.
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